



CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF 

THE SUSAN VI LLE INDIAN RANCHER IA 
IASSSITCOUnTY, CALIFORNIA 


PREAMBLE 


We, the adult Indian members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria in 


/ 


Lassen County, California, in order to establish a Rancheria organization, 
to protect our tribal customs, and to promote our common welfare, do hereby 
ordain and establish this Constitution and Bylaws, which will supersede the 
land assignment ordinance adopted January 12, 1963 * 


ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 


The Jurisdiction of the Susanville Indian Rancheria shall extend to all 
land now within its present boundaries, described as follows: 

"A parcel of land in the County of Lassen, State of California, 
described as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner of the 

southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 29, in 
Township 30 North of Range 12 East, Mount Diablo Meridian, 
running thence north 2640 feet; thence eqst U 95 feet; thence 
south 2640 feet; thence west 4-95 feet to the place of beginning, 
containing 30.GO acres, more or less.,’ 1 
and to such other lands as may hereafter be added or acquired thereto under 
( any lav of the United States . 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1 - The membership shall consist of the following: 

a. Persons of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood who hold valid assignments on the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria as of the effective date of this Constitution 
and Bylaws and persons who hereafter acquire valid assignments 
in accordance with the assignment ordinance, as provided in 
Article V, Section 1, and their spouses (of present and future 
assignees) of not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood, unless otherwise ineligible* 

b. Descendants of persons in subsection "a" above, provided such 
descendants are not less than one-fourth (1/4) degree California 
Indian blood. 

Section 2 - Persons who meet the requirements of Section 1(a) or 1(b) of 
this Article, but who have been allotted on another reservation, or are 
officially enrolled with or are recognized members of some other tribe or 
band shall not be eligible for membership on the Susanville Indian Rancheria. 
A "recognized member of another tribe or band 11 is a person who has received 
a land-use assignment or has otherwise received benefits on another reser- 
vation or rancheria, except through inheritance. 

Section 3 - The official membership roll shall be prepared in accordance 
with rules and regulations prescribed in an ordinance adopted by the General 
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Council and approved by the Secretary of the Interior, Such ordinance 
shall contain, among other things, provisions for an initial roll, 
enrollment committee, a requirement to complete an application form in 
order to be considered for enrollment, provisions for approval and 
disapproval of applications, rejection notice, appeals, and provisions 
for keeping the roll on a current basis. 

Section 4 - Admission to membership through adoption shall be governed 
in accordance with an ordinance enacted by the governing body, such 
ordinance to become effective upon approval by the Secretary of the 
Inter ior . 


ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1 - The governing body of the Susanville Indian Rancheria shall 
be the General Council which shall consist of all members 21 years of 
age or older. Each member of the General Council is also a qualified 
voter . 

Section 2 - The General Council shall elect from its membership by secret 
ballot a Business Committee consisting of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and 
a Secretary-Treasurer. Such other committees can be appointed or elected 
as it may deem necessary from time to time. 

Section 3 - Officers of the Business Committee shall be elected every 
two years on the third Saturday of December, beginning in December of the 
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year in which this organizational document is approved. Term of office 
shall be for two years or until successors are elected and installed. 

Any member 21 years of age or older, if duly nominated and elected, has 
the right to hold office* Nominations shall be from the floor at a 
General Council meeting held specifically for that purpose at least 
thirty days before the election. However, following approval of this 
organizational document, the officers of the Land Committee, as elected 
under the Assignment Ordinance, adopted January 12, 1963, shall serve 
as the Business Committee under this Constitution and Bylaws until the 
first regular election is held as provided herein. 

Section 4 - The candidates receiving the highest number of votes for 
their respective offices shall be declared elected. In case an election 
results in a tie vote, the Chairman shall order a new election for the 
office or offices in question. 

Section 5 - Except as provided in Article VI, all elections shall be 
conducted by the Business Committee, and voting will be by secret ballot 
with the name of each candidate and the office he seeks shown thereon. 

When requested, absentee ballot shall be furnished members who will be 
unable to attend the election, in ample time for them to be returned 
and included in the tally. 

Section 6 - Regular meetings of the General Council shall be held monthly 
on a day set by the Business Committee. Special meetings may be called by 
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the Chairman or a majority of the adult members. One third ( 1/3) of 
the adult General Council members shall constitute a quorum, and no 
business shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 

ARTICLE IV - VACANCIES AND RECALL 

Section 1 - If an officer shall die, resign or be convicted of a felony 
in any state or federal court while in office, the office shall be auto- 
matically vacated. Any office which is vacated shall be filled by a spe- 
cial election at the next meeting, and such replacement officer shall serve 
the unexpired term of the office. 

Section 2 - Upon receipt of a petition setting forth specific charges 
against the accused which is signed by not less than eighty percent (80$) 
of the voters for the recall of an officer, the Business Committee shall 
hold a recall election within thirty (30) days. The accused will be given 
an opportunity to appear before the General Council to answer the charges 
against him, whereupon a secret ballot vote of guilty or not guilty will 
be conducted. The decision of a majority of those voting in such recall 
election shall govern, providing that at least eighty percent (80$) of 
those eligible to vote shall vote in the election. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL AND THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Section 1 - The General Council 6hall have the powers and the responsibi- 
lities hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed upon 
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such powers by the Statutes of the United States or the State of 
California, 

a. To consult, negotiate, contract or conclude agreements 
with federal, state and local governments on activities 
which may affect the Susanville Indian Rancheria, 

b. To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing 
of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his authorized representative. 

c. To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of 
tribal lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets with- 
out the consent of members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria. 

d. The Secretary of the Interior shall advise the General Council 
or its Business Committee of all appropriation estimates or 
federal projects for the benefit of members of the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria prior to the submission of such estimates to 
the Bureau of the Budget and the Congress. 

e. To administer assets and to manage all economic affairs and 
enterprises on unassigned lands of the Susanville Indian 
Rancheria. 

f. To acquire property and to accept gifts* 


/ 
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To assess fees for payment of the expenses or to finance any 
project which is for the benefit of the members as a whole. 


h. To establish rules of procedure for the conduct of its affairs, 

The following powers shall be set forth in ordinances passed by the 
General Council and approved by the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative. 

a. To make assignments of rancheria lands and to lease unassigned 
or acquired lands. 

b. To prescribe rules and regulations governing loss of membership. 

Section 2 - The Business Committee shall have the following administrative 
powers and duties, but shall not commit the Susanville Indian Rancheria to 
any contract, Lease, or other arrangements unless it is so empowered by a 
duly enacted ordinance or resolution of the General Council: 

a. To promulgate all ordinances, resolutions or other enactments 
of the Susanville Indian Rancheria. 

b. Represent the members in all negotiations between the band 
and local, state and federal governments, their agencies 
and officers. 

c. Faithfully advise the members of all aforementioned negotiations, 

d. Appoint a Grievance Committee to assist the Business Committee 
in evaluating and making recommendations on grievances. 
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Section 3 - Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Susanville 
Indian Rancheria but not expressly referred to in this article shall 
not be lost by reason of their omission but may be exercised with the 
adoption of appropriate bylaws or amendments. 

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to this Constitution and Bylaws may be proposed by a majority 
vote of members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria, but elections on such 
amendments must be conducted in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's regulations pertaining to elections of groups organized under 
Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act approved June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat. 984), as amended. 
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BYLAWS OF THE SUSANVILLE INDIAN RANCHERIA 


SUSANVILLE, LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Newly elected officers shall assume their respective positions and 
duties immediately upon being elected. 

Section 1 - The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the General 
Council and of the Business Committee and shall execute on behalf of 
the Rancheria all contracts, leases or other documents approved by the 
General Council and shall certify all ordinances and resolutions adopted 
by the General Council. He shall have general supervision of all other 
officers, employees and committees of the Rancheria and see that their 
duties are properly performed. When neither the General Council nor the 
Business Committee is in session, he shall be the official representative 
of the Rancheria. 

Section 2 - The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman when called on 
to do so and, in the absence of the chairman, shall have the duties of 
the chairman. 

Section 3 • The secretary-treasurer shall keep the minutes of all meetings 
and shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. 

Copies of all minutes , resolutions and ordinances shall be submitted to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs as soon after enactment as possible. He 
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shall carry out the financial directives of the General Council, receive 
all local monies of the Rancheria, and keep an accurate account of the 
receipts and disbursements* Funds shall be deposited in the Rancheria 
account in a local bank selected by the General Council where depositor's 
funds are insured by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. All 
disbursements shall be made by check cosigned by the Chairman in 
accordance with resolutions of the General Council. He shall file a 
bond satisfactory to the General Council and the Area Director, when 
either are of the opinion sufficient funds have accumulated in the 
Rancheria treasury. The General Council shall authorize payment of the 
annual bond premium from the local Rancheria funds. The secretary- 
treasurer shall give a financial report to the General Council at each 
meeting and all financial records shall be available for inspection by 
all members of the Susanville Indian Rancheria, members of the General 
Council and representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

ARTICLE II - ADOPTION 

This Constitution and Bylaws, when adopted by a majority vote of the 
qualified voters of the Susanville Indian Rancheria voting at an 
election authorized for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, 
provided, that at least thirty percent ( 30 %) of those entitled to vote 
shall vote in such an election, shall be submitted to the Secretary of 
the Interior, and if approved, shall be effective from the date of such 
approval. 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the A < ^ ^ y 4_ > , ,» /■< ... - 7 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs on 3 .:'//<• . - . v , 1968, under 

delegated authority, the attached Constitution and Bylaws of the 

Susanville Indian Rancheria, Lassen County, California, was 

submitted to the qualified voters of the rancheria and was on 

JA’s-' y/ , 1969, duly_^^^|^by a vote of / -L. for, and 

/ against, in an election in which at least 30 percent of 

the entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance 

( number ) 

with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 
(48 Stat, 984), as amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 



Chairman, Election Board 




Election Board Member 





Election Board Member 


APPROVAL 


' Walter J. Hickcl 

I, > , Secretary of the 

Interior of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
granted to me by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat # 984), as amended, 
do hereby approve the attached Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Susanville Indian Rancheria, 


Approval recommended: r L: * \ “5969 



Washington, D, C, 


Date: MAR 1 0 1969 
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ASSIGNMENT ORDINANCE 
SueanYille Rancher! a 

I . PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the Susanville Rancheria, in order to safeguard our 
interests, conserve and develop our lands and resources, do ordain and 
establish this ordinance. 

II. DEFI?:i TIDES 

A. Assisraent means a formal right to use Rancher is land subject to the 
conditions set forth in this ordinance. 

B. Assignee refers to the holder of an assignment. 

C* Members means all persons who hold valid assignments on the Susanville 
Rancheria, their spouses of not less than one-eighth (1/8) degree California 
Indian blood and their descendants, provided such descendants are of not less 
than one-eighth (1/8) degree California Indian blood and are residing on the 
rancher la in the household of the member through whom membership is claimed. 

D. General Council means all members twenty-one (21 ) years of age or 
over. Bach member of the General Council is also a qualified voter. 

E. Land Committee means the Chairman and Secretary- Treasurer elected 
from the General Council at the annual meeting of the General Council. The 
Land Committee is empowered to represent the Rancheria in all negotiations 
end relationships between the Rancheria and local, State and Federal govern- 
ments or agencies, provided that the Land Committee shall not commit the 
Rancheria in any contract, lease, or other arrangement unless epecifically 
authorized by resolution of the General Council. Terms of office shall be 
for one year or until 6ucceseors are elected. 

Fp Annual meeting means the meeting of the General Council held the 
third Saturday of December for the election of the Land Committee and the 
condvev of othir Rancheria business. Special meetings may be called at any 
othtJ tjmc by the Chairman or at the request of a majority of the members. 

G. Area Director means the Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Sacramento Area Office, Sacramento, California, who i6 the authorized repre- 
sentative of the Secretary of the Interior. 

III. ELIGIBILITY F O R ASSIGNMENT 

To be eligible for an assignment an applicant must meet el 1 of the 


following requirements: 


Ai Be one- eighth (1^0) or more degree of California Indian blood, 

B- Be without land or Interest in lend, except where such holding are 
not of sufficient size to provide a suitable income or hemesite, not have 
received an allotment in his own right, and not have inherited a trust allot- 
ment in its entirety. 

C- Be twenty-one (21) years of age or over as of date of application for 
assignment, 

D- Be the head o; a household or a spouse thereof who is otherwise 
eligible- 

£■ File an application for an assignment on the Susanville Rancheria, 

F ♦ Not be a member of any other group, band or tribe of Indians which 
received land or a reservation which was set aside for the use and benefit of 
said Indians. 

IV . PR OCEDURES FO R M AKING AS SIG NMENTS 

A- Applications for an assignment shall be filed with the Secretary of 
the land Committee on the application form attached to end made a part of this 
ordinance . 

B- Persons holding formal asei grane nts evidenced by a written document, 
or informal assignments not based on an instrument in writing, and who are 
residing on such assignments on the effective date of this ordinance shall , 
in order to continue euch residence, file applications for assignments within 
ninety (90) days after the effective date of this ordinance. Applications by 
persons who are not recognized as holding formal or informal assignments shall 
be accepted after the ninety (90) day period provided above, 

C- Land Committee shall review each application to determine whether the 
applicant meets tne eligibility requirements as set out in Section III ► 

D. The Land Committee shall refer all applications to the General Council 
for decision. Applications shall be considered in the order in which they are 
received by the Land Committee. Applications which ere approved by a majority 
vote of the General Council shall be forwarded to the Area Director for 
approval . Applications which are rejected shall be returned to the applicant 
with advice as to the reason lor rejection, t/here applications are approved 
by the General Council and the Area Director, the Area Director shall issue 
a formal assignment. 


E* The land Gcenittee shall maintain a record of all actions taken on 
each application. The Are* Director will maintain an official record of all 
formal assignments Issued under thie ordinance- 

Al.< assignments shall be made in accordance with a plat of assignments 
prepared by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

V. GEHErtAL A SSIGNMENT POLICY 

A. An fssignmeiu does not vest title to the property but is a use rlgh\, 

granted for hjifiesite purposes by tne General Council which may not be sold or 

inherited and which terminates upon relinquislvnent or cancellation of the 
assignment or . pon the death of the assignee, 

B. In the event ol the death of an assignee, preference in reassignment 

Of the property shall be given to the surviving spouse or children provided 
they are otherwise eligible. A surviving spouse who is ineligible, but who is 
responsible fur the care of minor children of the deceased assignee, nay be 

granted temporary occupancy of the assignment until one of the minor children 

becomes eligible uncicr Section III* 

C< An assignment may be exchanged for another assignment with the approval 
of the General Council and the Area Director. 

JY An assignee m*y relinquish his assignment at any time. 

Z • Leases, easements, or rights of way of Rancheria lands are subject to 
Feucrcl lavs and regulations and tnay be granted only with the consent of the 
General Council and approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his author i ted 
representative . 

F» Improvements of the following character placed on the assigned land 
by the assignee shell be considered as personal property which may be removed, 
sold, bequeathed, willed or inherited at the discretion of the assi^ee; 
houoec, garages, barns, sheds, interior fences, crops, household items ana 
personal belongings. Other improvements such as exterior fences, underground 
water and sewage systems, trees, shrubs, and betterments of similar nature 
attached to the land and placed on the property by the assignee, shall be 
considered part of the real property belonging to the land and shall remain 
on the assignment. 

C. Additions dHerotlonfi madf by aeoigncce to how&cp udl ly con- 

structed by the Government and located on assignments, become a part of such 
improvement i belonging to the land which may not be removed therefrom, 
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K. If the assignment Is relinqui shed, cancelled, or vacated for any 
cause , the removable Improvements of the assignee defined in Fferagraph F of 
Section V, must be removed or otherwise disposed of within one hundred and 
eighty (180) days after formal notice by the Land Corrroittee; otherwise they 
become a part of the real property, title to the Improvements vests with the 
land, and they become available for assignment along with the land* 

I. Assignments shall be considered null end void if they are unoccupied 
by the assignee for twelve (12) continuous months* In exceptional cases, ab- 
sences In excess of twelve (12) continuous months may be granted, with prior 
approval of the General Council and the Area Director, 

J* During the temporary absence of the assignee, an assignment may be 
rented by the assignee to another Indian for a period not to exceed one (i) 
year with the prior approval of the General Council* 

K- Assignments shall not be used for unlawful purposes- 
VI* CANC E LLATION OF ASSIGNME NTS 

A. Violation by an assignee of any of the following shall make an assign- 
ment subject to cancellation by the General Council : 

1« Illegal granting of leases, easements or rights of way, 

2. Failure of an assignee to make use of or develop an assignment 
for one (l ) year - 

3* Renting of an assignment without the prior approval of the General 

Council * 

k. Unauthorized removal of improvements* 

5* Use Of an assignment for unlawful purposes. 

6, Interference in the personal affairs of other assignees or 
residents of the Fancheria, 

£, Tne Land Committee shall periodically review the use of assignments 
and report any violation to the General Council. 

C. The General Council shall consider all reported violations and shall 
allow the alleged violator thirty ( 30 ) days to present his case- The decision 
of the General Council shall be confirmed by resolution. 

D- When an assignment is relinquished, cancelled or vacated, the Land 
Committee shall notify the assignee that he shall have one hunoreo ana eighty 
(l80) days to remove or otherwise dispose of his personal property* 
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VII. EFFECTIVE DATE 


This ordinance will be effective from and after the date of its enact- 
ment by e majority vote of tbe assignment holders of the Suaaoville Bancheria 
and eligible members of their families, cast in a referendum called for such 
purpose* 

VIII. AMSCTgTfTS 

Tine ordinance may be amended by a subsequent vote of the majority of 
the members of the General Council. 

5^5 2'IZICATION 

Tne fore^oin^ ordinance on January 12, 19&3; vas duly adopted by a 
referendum vote of 6 "for" and 0 "against" by members of the Susanville 
Bancheria, a majority of the members having voted* Absent votes (3) to be 
counted at a later date* 

ELECTION COMMIT T EE OF SUSAKVILI£ RAKCHZRIA 

S i Janice Lorraine Allen 

S/ Lucille C* McDonald 

The three absentee ballots were all cast "for" the ordinance , resulting 
in a total vote of 11 "for” and 0 "against"* The effective date of this 
ordinance is January 25, 19^3 * 


